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PREPARE YOUR PET FOR THE UNEXPECTED:

<ORGANIZATION NAME> TO HOLD DOG MICROCHIPPING CLINIC

 (<YOUR CITY, YOUR STATE>) – A microchip clinic will be held at <INSERT LOCATION> from <INSERT TIME>, where a veterinarian or veterinary technician will be inserting microchips for <INSERT $ AMOUNT>, which includes the microchip, insertion, and enrollment in a recovery service.  Why?  Tags alone can get lost or be removed and microchipping is an easy way to permanently I.D. your pet. 

To increase the chance pets can be reunited with their owners, if lost, <INSERT ORGANIZATION NAME> and the American Kennel Club’s Companion Animal Recovery program (AKC CAR) are providing pet owners with a more permanent way to I.D. their pets.  The joint effort is an initiative to get pets (1) microchipped and (2) enrolled in AKC CAR’s recovery program.  

“We want to make sure every pet that is separated from its owner can be reunited with that family,” said Tom Sharp Vice President and CEO of AKC CAR. “It is so easy to have one’s pet microchipped and enrolled in our recovery database; it would be heartbreaking to let that be the one thing to keep a pet and its owner apart.”

YOUR PET WILL BE CHIPPED – At the microchip clinic, a veterinarian or veterinary technician will microchip your pet.  The tiny rice-sized I.D. is encoded with a unique number and implanted just under the skin in the scruff of the neck.  The process is simple and only takes a few seconds.  The “chip” can later be detected and read by a scanner used by shelters, veterinarians, and other agencies.

YOUR PET WILL BE ENROLLED – At the microchip clinic, you will be provided with an AKC CAR enrollment form at the time the “chip” is implanted. You will immediately fill out the form to enroll in AKC CAR’s 24-hour recovery service. This will ensure that you can be contacted when your pet is reported found.  In addition, it is very important that you keep the information that is saved in the database current.  If you should later move or get a new telephone number, please notify AKC CAR immediately at 1-800-252-7894.

USE THE COLLAR TAG – Your pet will receive an acrylic yellow collar tag two weeks after the event along with the dog’s confirmation letter. The tag will also link your pet to AKC CAR.  This special I.D. tag will serve as a supplement to the microchip and can speed up the recovery process.  When your pet is found, animal control, veterinarians and rescue groups will first look for visible I.D. and call the toll-free number on the tag.  If there is no tag, they will scan your pet for a microchip and alert AKC CAR who will then contact the owner.  

Millions of pets are enrolled in AKC CAR, which is the largest non-profit recovery database of microchipped pets in the United States.  The program maintains the secure database and a trained staff provides recovery services 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  To date, hundreds of thousands of pets nationwide have been recovered and reunited with their owners through AKC Companion Animal Recovery.

“Our goal is to reunite pets and their owners and eliminate the ‘lost pet’ signs you see in parks, newspapers and communities,” continued Mr. Sharp.  

About the AKC CAR Program

The American Kennel Club formed the Companion Animal Recovery program as a not-for-profit affiliate in 1995 as a public service to help reunite pet owners with their pets. For more information, visit the AKC CAR website at www.akccar.org, call 1-800-252-7894 or email found@akc.org.

###

Editor’s Note: If you need more information on AKC CAR (statistics, recovery stories, etc.), please contact Brett Mock at 1-800-252-7894 or bdm@akccar.org.
